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T STUDENT
MIGHT HAVE
BEEN UNHAPPY

Pioneer ND 06/08/2011 P3
Police say 1t’s a suicide,
no foul play found in

WITH COURSE

HT Correspondent

m hitreportars@hindustantimas_com

NEW DELHI: The first-year stu-
dent of Chemical Engincering
at Imdian Institute of Technologsys,
Delhi (IIT-12), DDinesh Ahlawat,
who allegedly committed suai-
cide on Thursday evening, may
have taken the extrerme step as
e was not happyw with the course
he was studying.

“Aoeccording to Ahlawat's
friends, he did not want to study
chemical engineering and was
unhappy with the relatively low
rank he had achieved in the ITT-
Joint Entrance Examination,”
said a senior police official.

But the administration rmain-
tained that Ahlawat was a good
student. “"He was a confident
oy, comfortable with his surro-
undings. He was active in class
and was a keen student,” said
Rajesh Sharma, registrar, IT'T-
D, Students who lived in
Ahlawat's hostel say he was a
normal youngster and did not
seem sad or disturbed. They,
howewver, said that he had not
attended any classes since
Tuesday. Ahlawat hailed from
Rohtak and had joined the insti-
tute 20 days back.

e did not want to stud
chemical engineering and
was unhappy with the
low rank he had got in
the IIT-Joint Entrance
Examination
POLICE OFFICIAL

II'Tian’s death

STAFF REPORTER B
NEW DELHI

An investigation into the
mysterious death of an
IIT student has revealed that
the boy was apparently
unhappy with the course that
he was pursuing. Dinesh
Ahlawat (18) was enrolled
for Chemical Engineering
{Dual) course which is con-
sidered the lowest of courses
at IIT Delhi.

Police investigation in the
case revealed that the boy was
so depressed that he had not
been going to the classes
since the past three days;
also, he was not having food
properly.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police, South district, Chhaya
Sharma, said, “The boy was
depressed after not getting a
course of his choice in the IIT.
He was pursuing a course in
chemical engineering, which
required five years for com-
Eletion. It has been found that

is admission was provision-
al and he was supposed to
submit a few certificates
before September 30, He was
last in the admission list for

IIT Dethi”

On the day that he com-
mitted suicide, he was last
seen at a tea stall at 1 pm,
After that, he locked himself
up in the room and covered
the windows with a bedsheet.
His roommates knocked at
the door for quite some time
before breaking into the room
through the ventilator.

Dinesh placed a stool on
the bed and hung himself
from the ceiling. The body
was found from the room at
around 5 pm, she added.

Parents and relatives of the
student say that he was a bright
student, he scored
95 per cent marks in the 12th
standard. They deny any chances
of the student committing such
an extreme st
sion. The
play in the case.

However, the post-
mortem examination report
conducted on the body clear-
ly states that it was a suicide.

There were no external
injury marks on the body, the
DCP said. Police is in talks
with the family of the
deceased and investigation is
being conducted, she added.

due to depres-
ily suspects a foul ;
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lIT suicide: Cops say
reason was low rank

NEWDELHI; POLICE have
ruled out “foul play” in the
death of an 18-year-old stu-
dent of ITT-Delhi, who al-
legedly committed suicide on
Thursday. Police suspect he
was depressed for scoring a
“low rank in ITT” and not get-
ting the stream of his choice.
“Dinesh Ahlawat had se-
cured 1,281 rank in ITT, which
he perhaps considered low.

He was also reportedly un-
happy with his stream,
Chemical Engineering. Post-
mortem has confirmed sui-
cide as the cause of death,”
said Chhaya Sharma, DCP
(South). IIT Director Suren-
dra Prasad said an inquiry
has been set up. “The investi-
gationison,” hesaid.  Ens
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Australia keen on
upgrading education
ties with India -

K. Venkataramanan

CHENNAIL: Australia and India
are moving towards a collab-
orative framework in educa-
tion, . under °~ which
universities from beth coun-
tries will award joint degrees,
recognise each other’s qual-
ifications and have mutuadl
transfer of academic credits.
At the same time, Australia
is keen on leveraging its vast
experience and expertise in
vocational training to fill the
huge gap in the availability of
skilled personnel in India.
Australia’s Minister for
Tertiary Education, Skills,
Jobs and Workplace Rela-
tions, Christopher Evans,
who visited the country in
the past few days, mainly in
connection with the first
meeting of the Australia-In-
dia  Education Council
(AIECQ), feels that his coun-
try’s engagement with India
in the education sector is not
just about Indian students
studying in Australia but also
about Australians pursuing
part of their academic pro-
gramme in Indian institu-
tions. )
“One of the barriers has
been the lack of recognition
of each other’s education and
credit transfers. So, if some-
one comes from India and
studies in Australia for six
months, they may not get
recognition for their Indian
degree and vice-versa, We
have identified this as a key
thing we have to fix, because
increasingly universities are
interested in joint degrees,”

Mr. Evans told The Hindgin

an interview here.
“T am very keen on getting
Australian students to study

.a successful

Chris Evans, Minister
Jor Tertiary Education,
Skills, Jobs and
Workplace Relations,
Australia, at an
interview with The
Hindu in Chennai on
Wednesday. - PHOTO: 8.5.
KUMAR
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for about six months abroad,
as it will open their eyes to
the world. That is why, credit
transfer is important. They
will come if they know it
counts for their degree, but
not if their six months’ work
is not credited,” he said.
Citing the example of The
Energy and Resources Insti-
tute of India (TERI), New
Delhi, and Deakin Universi-
ty, Australia, establishing a
BioNanotechnology Re-
search Centre in Delhi, he
said the two institutions had
joint  pro-
gramme, and more such part-
nerships were in the offing.

Skills transfer .

Mr. Evans, who came with
an academic and business
delegation for the first AIEC
meeting, said there was a lot
of interest from the govern-

ment and businesses in the
field of vocational education.
Leighton, an Australian in-
frastructure major, was run-
ning training programmes for
Indian technicians in Delhi.
“They are training Indians to
[acquire] international and
Australian qualifications for

¢ work, . but don’t guarantee

them a job, But the good thing
is, it is a skills transfer involv-
ing industry — rea! skills val-
ued by employers looking to
meet international standards.
That's a great example of what
we'are domg in the vocatlonal
space,”

He did not see much scope
for Australian universities to
set up campuses in India, but
felt that they would rather be
looking for partnership mod-
els that would help Indian stu-
dents get an international
qualification. “A lot of Austra-
lian institutions provide qual-
ification assessment,
credit-rating and accredita-
tion.”

A problem of scale

Mr. Evans did not see any
great divergence in quality be-
tween the best Austrahan and
Indian unwers1t1es, but the .
problem in India was one of
scale. It was a major challenge
to meet the huge demand for
skills and for education from
such a large population.

. "Yours is a challenge of scale,

not of quality; it is abolit
spreading that quality across
500 million people who need
to be trained.”

On the importance Austra-
lia gave to education colldb-
oratmn, he said: “We are yery
serious- about ‘making educa—
tion one of the key pillars of

our strategic partnership.” :
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CAG pullsup NCERT for spending
extra on storage of obsolete books

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI: The Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
has pulled up the National
Council of Education Re-
search and
(NCERT) for incurring an ex-
tra expenditure of over Rs, 1
crore due to non-disposal of
obsolete books within the
stipulated time.

As per the weeding out pol-
icy of NCERT, priced publi-
cations are required to be
weeded out two years after
the date of release and un-
priced publications after one
year.

“But due to non-disposal of

Training -

obsolete books within the
stipulated time, NCERT had
to incur an extra expenditure
of Rs. 141 crore on hiring
charges of godowns for stor-
age of these books,” the CAG
said in its report for 2010-11
tabled in ° Parliament on
Friday.

The NCERT publishes text
books for children, guides for
teachers and journals. In or-
der to store these printed ma-
terials, it hires godown space
from the Central Warehous-
ing Corporation (CWQ)
across the country. With the
revision of curriculum, the

pre-revised printed material -

becomes obsolete and accu-

mulates in various godowns,
 Of the total of 12498.76 sq
metres storage space rented
by NCERT in various CWC
godowns across the country,
space measuring 2065 sq
metres was occupied by these
obsolete books awaiting dis-
posal, for which the rental
charges were Rs 1.41 crore,
the CAG report says.

It also pointed to the loss
suffered by the University of
Hyderabad to the tune of Rs.
2.21 crore due to extending
undue benefits to a contrac-
tor by treating different
works under one agreement
as a composite project.

The University awarded a

work order to a Hyderabad-
based contractor for carrying
out six different building
works, and as per the agree-
ment completion period of
only one work was fixed at
within 19 months and re-
maining were to be complet-
ed within five to nine months,
“It was noticed in audit
that in contravention of the
provisions of the agreement,
the University allowed price
escalation amounting to Rs.
2.21 crore on five works, the
stipulated period of comple-
tion of which was in the range
of five to nine months, treat-

. ing all different works as one

project,” the CAG report said.
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Juno leaves for J uplter

WASHINGTON: NASA on Friday
launched the billion-dollar
solar-powered spacecraft Ju-
no on a five-year journey to
Jupiter.

The unmanned satellite
observatory shot into space
aboard a 197-foot-tall (60

metres) Atlas V rocket, blast-'
ing off from the Cape Canav- .

eral Air Force Station in

Florida at 12:25 p.m.
“Ignition and lift-off on the

Atlas Vwith Junoonatrek to

TR 25 TR PR YR T

Jupiter, a planetary piece of "}~ -

the puzzle on the beginning of
our solar system,” said a NA-
SA television commentator.

Once it arrives in July 2016,
the spacecraft will orbit the
poles of the gas giant, which
has more than twice the mass
of all planets in the solar sys-
tem combined and is believed
to be the first planet that took
shape around the Sun,

Named after the wife of the.”

Roman god Jupiter, the $1.1
billion spacecraft is NASA’s
first mission to the planet
since Galileo was launched in
1989. It aims for 30 orbits
overa period of one year.

Juno will get closer to Jupi-
ter than any other NASA
spacecraft has and will be the
first to undertake a polar or-
bit of the planet, said Scott
Bolton, Juno principal inves-
tigator and scientist at the
Southwest Research Institute
in San Antonio, Texas,

“One of the primary goals
of Juno.... is {probing] the ori-
gin of Jupiter and the origin
of our solar system,” Mr. Bol-
ton said just before the
launch.

“Juno is set up to learn
about that early part of the
solar system and learn how
Jupiter formed and by mea-
suring the ingredients. We
are really locking for the reci-
pe of planet formation.”

The orbiter Galileo entered
the planet’s orbit in 1995 and
plunged into Jupiter in 2003,
ending its life.

Other NASA spacecraft —
including Voyager 1 and 2,
Ulysses and New Horizons ~
have dore flybys of the planet.
. Juno will spend the first

two years of its mission going
around the Sun, then return
for a flyby of the Earth, which
will give a gravitational boost

FROM THE SPACE COMPLEX: An Atlas V rocket with
the Juno spacecraﬁ lifts off from Space Launch

Complex-41 in Cape Canaveral, Florzda on Friday.
— AP

to accelerate the spacecraft
on a three-year path toward
Jupiter..

When it gets there, Juno —
orbiting around 5,000 km
(3,100 miles) above the gas
giant — will make use of a
series of instruments, some of
which were provided by Eu-
ropean space agency partners
in Italy, Belgium, France and
Denmark, to learn about the
workings of the planet and
what is inside,

Two key experiments will
gauge how much water is in
Jupiter and whether the
planet “has a core of heavy
elements at the centre, or
whether it is just gas all the
way down,” Mr. Bolton said at
apress briefing last week. -

Scientists also hope to
learn more about Jupiter's
magnetic fields and its Great
Red Spot, a storm that has
been raging for more than
300 years.

“One of the fundamental
questions is how deep are the
roots to that red spot? How

does it maintain itself for so
long?” said Mr, Bolton.

Juno is carrying a few toys
as part of a campaign to raise
awareness among young peo-
ple about math and science.

Three 15 inch figurines
made by LEGO toys are on
board — a likeness of the Ital-
ian astronomer Galileo Gali-
lei, who discovered four of
Jupiter’s moons, the Roman
god Jupiter, and his wife
Juno.

Back in 2003, when plans
for Juno were being crafted,
NASA briefly considered us-
ing'some sort of nuclear fuel
to power the spacecraft, but
engineers decided it would be
quicker and less risky to go
with solar.

Juno is part of a series of
new planetary science mis-
sions, to be followed by
GRAIL {(Gravity Recovery
and Interior Laboratory),
which is headed to the moon
in September, and the Mars
Science Laboratory set to
take off in November. — AFP

Page 5 of 11



Political & Business
Daily ND 6/08/2011
P-4

Parents told
not to give
laptops to
new students

KANPUR, AUG 5

PERTURBED over cases
of students committing -
suicide at the IIT
Kanpur, the institute
authorities have asked -
the parents of new stu-
dents not to give them
laptops in first year so
that they cannot use
Internet late night.

"Hostelers keep surf-
ing the Internet
throughout the night.
When they go for the
classes the next morn-
ing, they are tired due
to lack of sleep. Thus,
they are not able to con-
centrate on academics.
This leads to stregs,” S5
Kashalkar, registrar, 1[T-
Kanpur told PTL

He said students in

. first year as such do not
require laptops and if
there is a need they can
avail the facility at the
institute's computer
centres.

He said that students
spend a significant

<Amount of study time
surfing irrelevant web
sites, gossipping in chat
rooms and playing
interactive games on
the Internet,

"There are 5000 stu-
dents in IIT and it is not
possible to check
whether one is asleep
or on the net after mid-
night. So we have
advised the parents not
to provide laptops to
their children in first
year,” he said. —PT1
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"High cut-offs drive students to US

Number Of Visa Applicants Has Gone Up By 20% Over Last Year's: Data

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Mumbal: The intimidating barriers for entry to
India’s top colleges have had an unexpected fal-
lout. If the rise in student visa applications this
year is anything to go by, students, instead of
downgrading their cheices and settling for sec-
ond- or third-best, are increasingly looking west-
wards and flooding American universities with
admission applications. i

Data released by the US embassy reveals that
the number of Indian students who have applied
for visas to study in the US is up 20% over last
year's. Education counsellors say they are seeing
large crowdsagain, the vital difference beingthat
the students seeking advice are much younger.
While 24,500 Indian students were granted visas
tojoin Americanuniversitieslast year, most went
there for a masters and 14.5% joined a grad
school. “But this year hasseen aphenomenalrise

e e

Shaitesh warang

v

DA Us&US ¥

Year Indian Students | No. Of Visas
In America Issued
2009-10 1.05L 32,678
200800 | - 1.03L 33,714
2007-08 94,563 | 45,576
2006-07 83,833 | 42,919

Times of India B'lore 05.08.2011 P-4

Attendance and internship optional at IIM-B

Minimum 75% Done Away With; Students Can Explore Entrepreneurship Opportunities
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inthenumber of undergraduate students,” said counsel-
lorPratibha Jain.

Officials at the American embassy confirmed that
the number of student visa applications in India was al-
ready significantly higher than at this point last year.
“The US has greatly expanded its consular staffing and
educational outreach initiatives to ensure that prospec-
tive students can get the visa appointmentsand informa-
tion theyneed,” said an official. “This effortincludes sig-
nificantly increased funding for the Education-USA
advising centers,”

Jainsaid she had noticed a shift in the attitude of stu-
dents. “Earlier, they all wanted togo to thefamous 10to 15
universities,” she said. “Nowthereisarangeof goodsec-
ond-tier colleges they are willing to go to. Community
collegesthatchargeabout Rs12-151akh annually arealso
on the Indian students' radar now.” However, experts
said it was too early to forecast the number of actual en-
trants to American universities this fall. “It depends on
howmany areaccepted,” said an education consultant.

Mathang Seshagiri ] Tnn

Bangalore: Two boons to ITM-
B students: No worry abeut at-
tendance and no need to under-
go rigorous summer internship
with a corporate house.

Indian Institute of Manage-
ment-Bangalore (IIM-B) has
ushered in radical reforms
in its PGP course that will
grant its freshmen the liberty
to skip the two-and-half-month
summer internship if they
come with 34 months of in-
dustry experience and its fac-
ulty the right to make atten-
dance optional.

“Instead of summer intern-
ship, we are suggesting to them
to explore entrepreneurship,
work for an NGO or take upare-

2Rl : i
THREE CHEERS FOR STUDENTS: IM-Bangalore goes for major reforms

~ SWEEPING
- CHANGES

& Students with at loast

“3monthsobwork -~
experience need not goon

mandatory sumimer
internship

@ Instead theycan
‘explore eptreprenelrship
orwork foranNGO - :
& Minimum 75%:
attendance done away.
with: Faculty will décide:
whether there should be

“any:ceiling on attehdance.
& To offer greater variety,

‘some of:the 10-week

roursescutto 5 weeks -

search project under a profes-
sor,” Ishwar Murthy, PGP chair-
person, IIM-B, said. There are
73 students with more than 37
months of work experience in
this year’s batch of 382 students.

Another traditional institu-
tional requirement — mini-
mum 75% attendance in all
courses — has been done away
with. Individual instructors
will now decide if there should
be a cap on attendance, and if
so, what should be the cap.
Hitherto, students with less
then 75% atftendance had tolose
one grade point.

Dhruv Shah, afirst PGP stu-
dent, said two of his six in-
structors have done away with
the minimum 75% attendance
requirement for the first term.

“Four have stuck to the conven-
tional attendance requirements.
Though attendance has been
made optional, many of my
classmates automatically attend
their classes,” he said.

Prof. Murthy reiterated that
although decision on minimum
attendance requirement for
every course has been leftto the
discretion of instructors, at-
tendance will be recorded for
every class and shown in the
grade sheet,

The B-school is also cutting
down the length of a few final
ferm courses to bring in diver-
sity. Currently each course
fetches 3 credits and lasts 10
weeKks. Starting November, it
will be five-week courses with
1.5 credits.
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Gay & happy on lIT-B campus

Institute Sets Up
Support Group
For Sexual Minority

THADS NEWS NETWGORK

Mumbai: From the outside, the Indian Instt-
e of Technology Bombay has always
seemed Hke an unevenly divided campus-—a
whole Iot of boys with just a smatering of
girls, Nowthere'sathirdstory

In what is probably a first for an Indian
educational institute, HHT-B has set up a sup-
port group for those of s students who be-
long toasexnal minority.—gay leshian, bigsex-
ual, fransgender or queer--io help them
accept thelr sexuality and shed their
‘straight’ masks i they wantto.

Saathi, asthe group is called, is a postive
space not only for LGBTQs but also for
those still in the process of figuring out their
sexuality

“We believe that the first step towards un-
derstanding and accepting homosexualify is
breaking the vell of silence, getfing people fo
talk aboutthe issue, We thus have also invited
allies to join--people who're not necessarily
LGBETR, but would nevertheless like to help
create a healthy supportive atmosphere on

campus,” said anote on Saathi's formation.

LGBTQ studenis on campus said they
Hved inaperpetual siate of confusion, unhap-
piness and anxiety “Manyarestillintheproc-
ess of coming fo ferms with thely sexualify
The others must continuously put on a char-
ade of being straight. Welive closeted, lonely
Hves, unable fo reveal our innermost feelings
toanyone, inconstantfearof being outed, and
often never reach our full potential as human
beings,” said a member: “Some of us suffer
from depression, a few have even sericusly
contemplated suicide.”

Cm Monday, freshmen at II'T-B were intro-
duced to Saathi. They surprised themselves;

neither did they giggle nor were they rowdy
“If you had asked me last month about ad-
dressing a large andience of newcomers
about homosexuality | would have said ifwas
impossible, But affer the ortentation, I know
Saathi, whichalreadyhas40members, willgo
a long way” said Nivwedan §, founder of
Saathi,

“Statistically speaking, about 4-10% of the
population is gay, so that’s about 700 students
on the T eampus, But they areall invisible.”

Attheaddress, the power point slideg-—-ac-
companied bymugsof well-knowngay people
like Oscar Wilde, Freddy Mercury, Lindsay
Lohan and the fictional Albus Dumbledore-
—put fo rest a lot of doubis like ‘Is homosex-
ualify a disease? “N{)," said the answer loud
and clear, ‘vou can be gay and lead a perfectly
happy, normal, successful life In effect then,
“You can be happy and gay’

“I have been through the long and very
painful process of being confused and lonely
and finally coming out slowly to friend after
friend. Through Saathi, we are hoping 1o be
the people that others canfurn 10,” said Hart-
shchandraRamadas, another founder

“The country has been indifferent to the
LBGTQ community fortoo long,” said [IT-B's
public relations officer Java Joshi. “Saathiis
a fine example of an intiative of change and
freedom inmindset, It's fime to knife these st
lenees--and as an mstiute we support this
initiative wholeheartedly”
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DNA Correspondent

As children, we have all gazed
in awe at the starit sky. But
for Aditi Dighe, the attraction
didn't stop there. The indian
Institute of Technology Gand-
hinagar (HT-Gn) student
whose favourite subjects are
space studies and astronomy
has been selected to partici-
pate in the Caltech Space
Challenge to be held in the
USA later this year.

Caltech Space Challenge is
a programme that plans to
design an ambitious mission
to an asteroid by 2025 as en-
visaged Dby US president
Barack Obama. The pro-
gramme is being organised in
collaboration with NASA's Jet
Propulsion Laboratory. Dighe,
a third-vear student of elec-
trical engineering at {I1-Gn, is
among the 30 students from
around the world selected for
the workshop.

"I am among the four stu-
dents from India whowill at-

tend the five-day workshop
at Caltech in September. In
the workshop, we will be ex-
pected to design a manned
mission toa near-Earth ohject
{NEQ)," said Dighe.
However, getting the cov-
eted spot among the top stu-
dents was not a cakewalk for
Dighe. "My college had car-
ried out a selection process
in which various students

i asteroid by 2025 as envisaged by

Caltech Space Challenge is a_
programme that plans to design
an ambitious mission to an

Us President Barack Obama

were interviewed. !
my knowledge from various
astronomy and cosmology
lectures in college and in-
teractions with various sci-
entists heiped me get
through,” she added.

As per Girish Singhal, as-
sistant research professorat
HT-Gn, Dighe was found to
have extensive knowledge
onspace. "She could talk and

This workshop will bring
together students from various
disciplines, equip them with
necessary tools and challenge
them to produce a viable
mission design. "The student
designs could then serve as a
starting point for a NASA NEOQ
mission or help identify
potential international or
commerciat collaborations
capahle of such a mission,” said
Prakhar Mehrotra, student
coordinator at Caltech,

think

answer almost all our ques-
tions with respect to space,
astroncmy and cosmology.
Hernce she was the ideal can-
didate for this programme,”
said Singhal.

{IT-Gn director SK jain also
revealed that three students
of the institute were current-
ly mterning with Caltech and
that he was expecting more
to do so next year,
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